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Abstract. It is known that the landscape is an external manifestation of the geosystem, a set of physiognomic
components of natural-territorial, natural-agrarian, residential and other territorial complexes. Such components
include: relief, vegetation, partially internal waters, results of human activity (cities, industrial objects, etc.). At the
same time, the concept of landscape is also subjective, since perception, & perception of landscape is closely related
to a specific person or group of people (Rougerie, Beroutchachvili, 1991; Jamaspashvili, 1999, 2000, 2002). Each era
or ethnic group creates its own typical “image” of the landscape and uses or transforms this landscape according to
the established stereotype of the ‘image” of the landscape (G. Isachenko, 1999).

For a wide range of people, landscapes represent "value" because of their biological or cultural uniqueness. It
can be the presence of high biodiversity, sacred groves, religious cults and other objects. The ecological condition
of many cities and regions can be completely determined by the condition of the surrounding landscapes. The
living conditions of people with a traditional rural way of life largely depend on the condition and use of the
landscapes surrounding the villages and settlements.

In highly developed countries, in addition to the ecological evaluation of this or that area, great attention is
paid to the creation of aesthetically beautiful landscapes. In France, there is a high school of landscapes, where only
high school graduates are accepted, the diploma thesis of the graduates includes the aesthetic improvement of a
specific area. But for this it is necessary to study perception issues (French school - Landscape perception by J.
Weiber, F. Brossard, J. Rougeri). Various options for the study and description of landscapes are discussed in a
monograph published in Paris "Geosystemes et paysages" (Rougerie et Beroutchachvili, 1991). The perception of
landscapes has a great influence on the main landscape ecological, aesthetic, recreational indicators and evaluation
of the territory, the emergence of unique landscapes. The article discusses the issues of establishing perception
criteria.

Depending on the degree of sustainability of landscapes, the nature of individual processes in them, the
structure of productivity, the peculiarities of functioning and dynamics, the ability of the landscape to perform
socio-economic, environmental protection and other functions is determined.

For each landscape, a special form was drawn up, which included a survey about the landscape in the form of
Interviews and tests. Based on the given criteria, the landscapes of Racha were divided into three groups:
landscapes of high, medium and low landscape-ecological, aesthetic, recreational value, which are shown on
appropriate maps.

Key words: perception, landscape diversity, conservation geography.
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