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THE ROLE OF NATURAL MONUMENTS IN TOURISM
DEVELOPMENT ON THE EXAMPLE OF GEORGIAN REGIONS
Davituliani Ts.

Summary: The natural monuments of Alazani grove, Eagle Valley, Takhti-Tepha were established in Georgia in
2003. All of them are situated in Vashlovani protected area. Nowadays, 42 natural monuments have a status, 20
of them are located in Imereti region. Second is Samegrelo — here we have nine natural monuments and also
Kazbegi municipality has five. Natural monuments have great influence on visitors. The number of tourists grew
after renovating the infrastructure of Okatse and Martvili canyons. 3165 guests visited Okatse canyon in 2014,
but in 2015 the number of visitors increased 15 times (www. apa.ge), so it became 44 527 in 2015. Prometheus
cave is on the first place, Sataflia on the second and Okatse canyon is the fifth site. 43 percent (from total
number) of visitors of the protected area come on each monument. The same index in 2014 showed - 31 %, but
the situation changed in 2016, as Martvili canyon left the Okatse behind and after infrastructure improvement it
brought great income for the region in addition. Wholly, it was — 5 million lari.
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