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Beka Makaradze, Emzar Makaradze

TURKISH - USA RELATIONS IN 2002 - 2017

The US - Turkish relations are more important, more difficult and simultaneously
less predictable in the modern stage than before. Today the relationship between the two
countries is characterized by prevailing uncertainty, which is caused by the following
circumstances: '

1.the political views of Turkey-the USA on the ways and methods of such conflict
resolutions as, for example, the Cypriot conflict, or contradictions existing between
Greece - Turkey and Turkey — Armenia;

2. Turkey has shown that it will not support the US on the issue with Syria, as well as
the war in Iraq and the Kurdish conflict;

3. Turkey tries to implement a foreign policy independent fromWashington.

Nevertheless, the interests of the United States and Turkey are very close to each
other or just coincide. Geenerally, the Turkish-US cooperation is based on the following:

1. It should become the force restraining Russian and Iranian geopolitical ambitions
in the region, what is unanimously recognized by the Turkish elite;

2. Ankara is interested in participating in the development of European Defence
System.It strives to become a full-fledged member of the EU and it is greatly supported by
the US;

3. The US-made weapon comprises 80 percent of Turkey’s military arsenal, what
indicates to a close cooperation of these countries in this field;

4. By cooperating with America Turkey tries to ensure successful implementation of
such big projects as “Baku-Ceyhan’, at the same time it strives to increase its influence on
the region between the Black Sea and the Caspian Sea, which is quiet rich with energy
deposits;

5. Turkey is ready to install the US missile defense system on its territory, as it will not
only provide additional resources in the country and increase its military security, but also
strengthen its importance in the region.

Assessing Turkish-American relations, it is better to mention the term “strategic
partnership”. For example, since 2002 Turkey has been trying to conduct “zero problem
with neighbors” policy and in this context it took steps of friendship and economic
cooperation towards Syria and Iran, to which America is not so well-disposed.These steps
do not exclude a strategic partnership, but in 2003 Turkey did not allow the US armed
forces to use the Turkish military bases for Iraqi warfare, which is essentially contradicting
the basic principle of “strategic partnership”

After this fact, Americans did not mention the “strategic partnership” for a long time.
And after the warming of relations, American politicians started using this term again. On
November 5, 2007 during the visit of the Prime Minister of Turkey Recep Tayyip Erdogan
in the US, the President of America George Walker Bush mentioned this term again.

However, an attempted coup d'etat,committed on 15 July 2016 in Turkey, caused the
period of uncertainty between the two countries.
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